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ESL VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS AND ADULTS

Flashcard Bingo

Objective: To review and reinforce vocabulary recognition through a
fun listening game.

Level: Beginner

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed

e Flashcards (picture or word-based)
e Bingo cards with vocabulary words or images
e Small objects (e.g., coins or buttons) for covering squares

Instructions

Before the game, prepare bingo cards using vocabulary the students
have recently learned. Each card should have a different arrangement of
9 to 16 images or words. Distribute one bingo card and some markers to
each student. Shuffle the flashcards so you can randomly call them out
during the game.

Call out each vocabulary word clearly. If the students have that word on
their card, they place a marker over it. Continue calling out words until
someone gets a full row, column, or diagonal and calls out "Bingo!"
Check their answers using your flashcards to confirm they’ve marked
the correct items.

To extend the activity, play multiple rounds with different win
conditions (e.g., four corners, full card). You can also have students take
turns calling out the flashcards to practice pronunciation and listening.
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Flashcard Slap

Objective: To build quick vocabulary recognition and listening
comprehension.

Level: Beginner

Duration: 10—-15 minutes

Materials Needed

e Flashcards with target vocabulary
e A flat surface (table or floor)

Instructions

Lay 6 to 10 flashcards face-up in a row on a table or the floor. Divide
the class into two teams and have one player from each team come
forward. Ask both players to stand or sit with their hands behind their
backs, ready to "slap" the correct card.

Call out one vocabulary word clearly. The two players must quickly
slap the correct flashcard. The first student to slap the correct card wins
a point for their team. Replace the players after each round and shuffle
the flashcards occasionally to keep the students alert.

To vary the game, use categories (e.g., animals, food), ask for
synonyms, or use short definitions instead of single vocabulary words.
This increases the difficulty and helps reinforce word meaning and
comprehension.
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Memory Match

Objective: To help students recognize and recall vocabulary through
visual association.

Level: Beginner

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed

e Two sets of matching flashcards (word-to-word or
word-to-image)
e A flat surface for arranging cards face-down

Instructions

Prepare matching pairs of flashcards and shuffle them thoroughly. Lay
all the cards face-down in a grid on a table or the floor. Have students
take turns flipping over two cards at a time, trying to find a matching
pair.

If a student finds a match (e.g., “dog” and a picture of a dog), they keep
the pair and take another turn. If the cards don’t match, the student turns
them back over, and the next player continues. The game continues until
all the matches have been found.

To review vocabulary while playing, ask students to say the words
aloud each time they flip a card. For a challenge, add more pairs or set a
time limit for each turn. You can also group students in teams to
encourage cooperation.
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Flashcard Charades

Objective: To reinforce vocabulary understanding through body
language and active guessing.

Level: Beginner

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed

e Flashcards with vocabulary words or images
e Small container or envelope (optional, for drawing cards)

Instructions

Select a set of flashcards that students are already familiar with. Place
them in a container face-down or spread them out on a table. One
student comes to the front, draws a card without showing it to others,
and acts out the word silently using gestures.

The rest of the class watches and tries to guess the correct vocabulary
word. The student who guesses correctly either earns a point or
becomes the next actor. Encourage creativity and use of whole-body
movement to keep the energy high and the activity engaging.

To vary the activity, group students into teams and give them a time
limit to act and guess. You can also focus on specific vocabulary themes
(e.g., animals, actions) or increase difficulty by including abstract words
or emotions.
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What’s Missing?

Objective: To build vocabulary recall and attention to detail by
identifying missing items.

Level: Beginner

Duration: 10—-15 minutes

Materials Needed

e 5 to 10 flashcards from a single vocabulary theme
e A table or surface for display

Instructions

Begin by showing the students 5 to 10 flashcards face-up on a table or
board. Give them about 30 seconds to look at and memorize the cards.
Then, ask them to close their eyes or turn around while you remove one
card from the display.

Once the card is removed, have students look back and guess which
flashcard is missing. The first student to answer correctly wins a point
or a turn to remove the next card. Continue the game by reshuftling or
changing the card arrangement to keep it challenging.

As students become more confident, increase the number of flashcards
or remove two at a time for added difficulty. This game helps strengthen
short-term memory and vocabulary retention in a playful, low-pressure
way.
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Synonym Chains

Objective: To expand vocabulary by identifying and connecting
synonyms in a verbal chain.

Level: Intermediate

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed

e None (optional: whiteboard and markers for notes)

Instructions

Start by saying a vocabulary word aloud to the class. The first student
must respond with a synonym of that word. Then, the next student says
a synonym for the previous word, continuing the chain verbally around
the room.

Encourage students to explain the subtle differences between synonyms
to deepen understanding and avoid repetition. Continue the chain until
students run out of synonyms or the time limit is reached.

To further challenge the class, ask students to use each synonym in a
sentence or find antonyms for words in the chain. This activity builds
vocabulary depth, semantic connections, and speaking fluency.
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Word Maps

Objective: To deepen vocabulary understanding by exploring
relationships between a word and its related terms.

Level: Intermediate

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed

e Paper or whiteboard
e Markers or pens

Instructions

Choose a vocabulary word and write it in the center of the board or
paper. Ask students to brainstorm related words such as synonyms,
antonyms, categories, or examples connected to the main word. Write
these words branching out from the center word to create a “word map.”

Encourage students to discuss how each related word connects to the
main word, exploring nuances in meaning and usage. Students can work
individually or in small groups to create their own word maps with new
vocabulary.

To extend the activity, have students write sentences using some of the
connected words or compare different word maps for similar
vocabulary. This method enhances vocabulary comprehension and
critical thinking.
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Context Clue Hunt

Objective: To improve vocabulary inference skills by identifying word
meanings from context.

Level: Intermediate

Duration: 20-25 minutes

Materials Needed

e Short paragraphs or sentences containing target vocabulary
(printed or projected)
e Paper and pens

Instructions

Provide students with paragraphs or sentences that include challenging
vocabulary words. Ask them to read carefully and use the surrounding
context to infer the meanings of the target words.

Have students underline or highlight the clues in the text that helped
them guess the meaning, then write their inferred definition in their own
words. Discuss as a class to compare interpretations and confirm correct
meanings.

To deepen understanding, encourage students to use the new vocabulary
in sentences of their own or find synonyms and antonyms. This activity
develops critical reading and vocabulary skills essential for advanced
learners.
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Vocabulary Crossword

Objective: To reinforce vocabulary spelling, definitions, and usage
through crossword puzzles.

Level: Intermediate

Duration: 20-30 minutes

Materials Needed

e Crossword puzzles featuring target vocabulary (printed or
digital)
e Pens or pencils

Instructions

Provide students with a crossword puzzle containing clues related to
vocabulary words. Clues can be definitions, synonyms, antonyms, or
example sentences with a missing word. Students work individually or
in pairs to solve the crossword by filling in the correct vocabulary
words.

Encourage students to discuss and verify answers together, using
dictionaries or notes as needed. After completing the puzzle, review the
answers as a class, discussing any difficult words or clues.

To extend the activity, have students create their own crossword clues
for vocabulary words or design puzzles for classmates. This game-like
task supports spelling, meaning recall, and collaborative learning.
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20 Questions

Objective: To practice vocabulary recall and descriptive questioning
through a classic guessing game.

Level: Intermediate

Duration: 20-25 minutes

Materials Needed

e A list of target vocabulary words (optional for the teacher)
e None for students

Instructions

Choose one student to think of a vocabulary word silently. The rest of
the class takes turns asking yes/no questions to figure out the word, with
a maximum of 20 questions allowed.

Encourage students to ask questions related to the word’s category,
characteristics, or function (e.g., “Is it a living thing?” or “Is it used in
the kitchen?””). The student who guesses the word correctly becomes the
next “thinker.”

To add challenge, set themes for the words (e.g., emotions, professions)
or limit the number of questions per student. This game promotes
critical thinking, vocabulary knowledge, and question formation.



Order the Book

Did you enjoy the sample of activities in this PDF?
The book features a complete collection of 100 vocabulary activities!

Order the book via the ESL Expat website — or directly from Amazon.

New ESL Books &
Vocabulary Flashcards

Order new books and flashcards via the ESL Expat website.

Visit ESL Expat online for updated materials, new games, activity books
and more resources for teaching English language learners.

ESLexpat.com
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