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ESL Reading Activities for Kids and Adults

Newspaper Articles
Objective: Enhance reading comprehension skills by analyzing
newspaper articles and identifying key information.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Duration: 60-90 minutes

Materials Needed

● Copies of a local newspaper or access to an online newspaper
● Worksheet with questions related to newspaper articles

Teaching Outline

Introduction (5 minutes)

Start by introducing the activity and its objective: to enhance reading
comprehension skills by analyzing newspaper articles. Explain the
importance of understanding current events and being able to extract
key information from news articles. Emphasize the real-world relevance
of the activity.

Instructions (10 minutes)

Divide the class into small groups. Provide each group with a copy of
the newspaper or access to an online newspaper website. Distribute
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worksheets with questions related to newspaper articles to each group.
Instruct the groups to complete a newspaper scavenger hunt to find
specific types of articles and answer questions about them. Encourage
students to work collaboratively within their groups to search for
articles and discuss their findings.

Newspaper Analysis (30-45 minutes)

During this phase, instruct the groups to examine the newspapers and
answer the questions on their worksheets. Encourage students to read
articles carefully and discuss the information they find with their group
members.

Group Discussion (10-15 minutes)

Once each group has completed the scavenger hunt and answered all the
questions on the worksheet, reconvene as a class. Allow each group to
share their findings and discuss the articles they found. Facilitate a
discussion about the different types of articles in the newspaper and the
importance of reading and understanding current events.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes)

Summarize the key points discussed during the activity. Encourage
students to continue reading newspapers regularly to improve their
language skills and stay informed about the world around them.
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Assessment

Assessment for this activity can be based on students' participation in
group discussions, as well as their completion of the worksheet.
Teachers can review the completed worksheets to evaluate students'
understanding of the articles and their ability to identify key
information.

This activity enhances reading comprehension and critical thinking
skills. Analyzing real-world texts such as newspaper articles provides
insights into different perspectives and writing styles, essential for
academic and professional success.
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Magazines
Objective: Improve reading comprehension and critical thinking skills
by analyzing articles, advertisements, and other features in magazines.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Duration: 60-90 minutes

Materials Needed

● Selection of magazines covering various topics
● Worksheet with questions related to magazine content

Teaching Outline

Introduction (5 minutes)

Introduce the activity by explaining its objective: to develop reading
comprehension and critical thinking skills by analyzing articles,
advertisements, and other features in magazines. Emphasize the
importance of understanding different types of content and the role
magazines play in shaping opinions and trends.

Instructions (10 minutes)

Divide the class into small groups. Provide each group with a selection
of magazines covering different topics. Distribute worksheets with
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questions for analyzing magazine content to each group. Instruct the
groups to explore the magazines provided and answer the questions on
their worksheets. Encourage students to work collaboratively within
their groups to analyze articles, advertisements, and other features in the
magazines.

Magazine Analysis (30-45 minutes)

During this phase, instruct the groups to examine the magazines and
answer the questions on their worksheets. Encourage students to read
articles carefully, study advertisements, and explore other features such
as editorials, interviews, and reviews. Prompt discussions within the
groups to analyze the content and share insights with each other.

Group Discussion (10-15 minutes)

Once each group has completed the analysis and answered all the
questions on the worksheet, reconvene as a class. Allow each group to
share their findings and discuss the articles, advertisements, and other
features they found in the magazines. Facilitate a discussion about the
different types of content, writing styles, and persuasive techniques used
in magazines.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes)

Summarize the key points discussed during the activity. Encourage
students to reflect on the insights gained from analyzing magazine
content and consider how they can apply these skills in their daily lives.
Remind students to critically evaluate information they encounter in
magazines and other media sources.
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Assessment

Assessment for this activity can be based on students' participation in
group discussions, as well as their completion of the worksheet.
Teachers can review the completed worksheets to evaluate students'
understanding of the magazine content and their ability to analyze
articles, advertisements, and other features.

This activity enhances reading comprehension and critical thinking
skills. Analyzing diverse content found in magazines helps students
develop a deeper understanding of various topics and perspectives.
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Restaurant Menus
Objective: Develop reading and comprehension skills by exploring
menus from different restaurants and discussing food options.

Level: Beginner to Intermediate

Duration: 45-60 minutes

Materials Needed

● Menus from various restaurants (printed or digital)
● Worksheet with questions related to menu items and

descriptions

Teaching Outline

Introduction (5 minutes)

Introduce the activity by explaining its objective: to improve reading
and comprehension skills by exploring menus from different
restaurants. Emphasize the importance of understanding menu items
and descriptions when dining out or ordering food.

Instructions (5 minutes)

Distribute menus from various restaurants to each student or group.
Provide a worksheet with questions related to menu items, descriptions,
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and categories. Explain the task: students will explore the menus,
answer questions, and discuss their findings.

Menu Exploration (30 minutes)

Allow students time to explore the menus provided. Encourage them to
read the menu items and descriptions carefully, paying attention to
ingredients, prices, and any special features. Prompt students to answer
the questions on their worksheets and discuss their responses with their
peers.

Group Discussion (10 minutes)

Reconvene as a class and facilitate a group discussion. Allow students
to share their findings and discuss interesting menu items they
discovered. Encourage students to ask questions and seek clarification
on any menu items they found confusing.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes)

Summarize the key points discussed during the activity. Emphasize the
importance of understanding menu items and descriptions when dining
out. Encourage students to continue exploring menus from different
restaurants to expand their vocabulary and cultural knowledge.

Assessment

Assessment for this activity can be based on students' completion of the
worksheet and their participation in group discussions. Teachers can

10



ESL Reading Activities for Kids and Adults

review the worksheets to evaluate students' understanding of menu
items and their ability to comprehend written descriptions.

This activity enhances reading and comprehension skills while also
introducing students to different cuisines and cultural foods. Analyzing
menus helps students expand their vocabulary related to food and
dining, as well as their understanding of descriptive language. This
activity also promotes cultural awareness and encourages students to
explore new foods and dining experiences.
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Movie Reviews
Objective: Develop critical thinking skills and enhance reading
comprehension by analyzing movie reviews.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Duration: 60-75 minutes

Materials Needed

● Collection of movie reviews from newspapers or online sources
● Worksheet with questions related to review content, language

use, and critical analysis

Teaching Outline

Introduction (5 minutes)

Begin by explaining the objective of the activity: to develop critical
thinking skills and enhance reading comprehension by analyzing movie
reviews. Emphasize the importance of understanding different
perspectives and evaluating the quality of reviews.

Instructions (5 minutes)

Distribute movie reviews to each student or group. Provide a worksheet
with questions related to review content, language use, and critical
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analysis. Explain the task: students will analyze the movie reviews,
answer questions, and discuss their findings with their peers.

Review Analysis (40-50 minutes)

Allow students time to analyze the movie reviews provided. Encourage
them to read the reviews carefully, paying attention to the reviewer's
opinion, arguments, and supporting evidence. Prompt students to
answer the questions on their worksheets and discuss their responses
with their peers. Encourage students to consider factors such as the
reviewer's credibility and the relevance of their arguments.

Group Discussion (15-20 minutes)

Reconvene as a class and facilitate a group discussion. Allow students
to share their findings and discuss interesting aspects of the movie
reviews they analyzed. Encourage students to explore different
perspectives and interpretations of the same movie. Discuss the
importance of critical thinking in evaluating media reviews and forming
opinions.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes)

Summarize the key points discussed during the activity. Emphasize the
value of critical thinking skills in analyzing movie reviews and making
informed decisions about movies to watch. Encourage students to
consider multiple sources of information when evaluating media
reviews.
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Assessment

Assessment for this activity can be based on students' completion of the
worksheet and their participation in group discussions. Teachers can
review the worksheets to evaluate students' understanding of review
content, language use, and critical analysis.

This activity develops critical thinking skills and enhances reading
comprehension by providing real-world examples of media analysis. By
analyzing movie reviews, students learn to evaluate arguments, consider
different perspectives, and form their own opinions about movies. This
activity also promotes media literacy and encourages students to
approach media consumption with a critical mindset.
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Advertisements
Objective: Develop critical thinking skills by analyzing advertisements
and understanding persuasive techniques.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Duration: 60-75 minutes

Materials Needed

● Collection of advertisements from magazines or online sources
● Worksheet with questions related to advertisement content and

persuasive techniques

Teaching Outline

Introduction (5 minutes)

Begin by explaining the objective of the activity: to develop critical
thinking skills by analyzing advertisements. Emphasize the importance
of understanding persuasive techniques used in advertisements and their
impact on consumers.

Instructions (5 minutes)

Distribute a collection of advertisements to each student or group.
Provide a worksheet with questions related to advertisement content,
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target audience, and persuasive techniques. Explain the task: students
will analyze the advertisements, answer questions, and discuss their
findings with their peers.

Advertisement Analysis (40 minutes)

Allow students time to analyze the advertisements provided. Encourage
them to examine the visual elements, language, and appeals used in the
advertisements. Prompt students to answer the questions on their
worksheets and discuss their responses with their peers. Encourage
students to consider the intended message of each advertisement and its
effectiveness in persuading consumers.

Group Discussion (15 minutes)

Reconvene as a class and facilitate a group discussion. Allow students
to share their findings and discuss the advertisements they analyzed.
Encourage students to explore different perspectives and interpretations
of the advertisements. Discuss the ethical considerations of advertising
and the influence of advertising on society.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes)

Summarize the key points discussed during the activity. Emphasize the
value of critical thinking skills in analyzing advertisements and making
informed consumer decisions. Encourage students to be mindful of the
persuasive techniques used in advertising and to question the messages
conveyed by advertisements.
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Assessment

Assessment for this activity can be based on students' completion of the
worksheet and their participation in group discussions. Teachers can
review the worksheets to evaluate students' understanding of persuasive
techniques used in advertisements and their ability to analyze
advertisement content.

This activity develops critical thinking skills and media literacy by
encouraging students to analyze advertisements critically. By examining
advertisements, students gain insight into the strategies used by
advertisers to influence consumer behavior. This activity also promotes
discussion about the role of advertising in society and encourages
students to become more discerning consumers.
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Order the Book
Did you enjoy the sample of activities in this PDF?

The book features a complete collection of 50 fun activities!

Order the book via the ESL Expat website – or directly from Amazon.

Visit ESL Expat online for updated materials, new games, activity books
and more resources for teaching English language learners.

ESLexpat.com


